
2021 FALL  |  WESTERN MICHIGAN SECTION  | WMBCA.ORG

SHORELINE STAR
A PUBLICATION OF THE WESTERN MICHIGAN SECTION

MERCEDES-BENZ CLUB OF AMERICA



2021 FALL	 2

Is it September already? It seems 

as if summer just started, but as 

they say, “Time Flies When You Are  

Having Fun.” This has been a 

fun summer after last year when  

summer was lost to the virus.

I hope that you were able to join 

us in July for the ninth annual 

DeutcheMarques. The 2021 show 

was the best ever and we had our 

best ever Mercedes-Benz turn 

out. It was great to see the line-up 

of SLs, the two 300SLs, the two 

190SLs, the AMG cars, and the array 

of sedans and wagons from differ-

ent years. I’m always thrilled to see 

how well our M-Bs shine up, even 

after they have aged. Wish I could 

do so well. If you didn’t make the 

2021 DeutscheMarques, mark your 

calendar for 2022. The date is July 

9, and our plans are to host a Friday 

evening dinner for our visitors from 

other sections. Another chance to 

share with those for whom cars  

carrying the three pointed star have 

a special appeal.

We are happy to announce that 

we will be hosting a Swap Meet for 

Mercedes-Benz parts and car mem-

orabilia on September 25. This is 

a new event for us. We invite you 

to bring those excess parts, tools, 

or related items or to come for the 

joy of shopping and talking. More 

about this event can be found in 

this newsletter.

On October 9, you have one last 

chance to show off your car for the 

year. DeutscheMarques is hosting 

an Octoberfest at the Gilmore Car 

Museum. This is a less formal gath-

ering with no judging, but plenty of 

space to park with other Mercedes, 

enjoy a sociable beverage, and visit 

with other German car enthusiasts. 

Please introduce yourself when you 

attend.

It is time to elect new officers for 

2022. If you have an interest in serv-

ing on the board or assuming one 

of the offices (President, Vice-Pres-

ident, Treasurer, or Board Member) 

please reply to Cyndi Vander Horn 

or myself (rharshman1943@gmail.

com). Currently, our Board Meet-

ings are held virtually so there is  

no need to travel. We need your 

participation to keep this Section 

viable.

Finally, we are in the process of 

locating a restaurant for our 2021 

Holiday gathering. The date is 

November 13, and we hope to find a 

location that will be convenient for 

most. Keep a look out for further 

information.

Have a wonderful remainder of the 

summer.

Ron Harshman

Acting President Western Michigan 
MBCA

PRESIDENT’S CORNER         

President & Treasurer:

Ron Harshman; rharshman1943@gmail.com

Vice President 

Wolfgang Bors; wolbo@att.net

Director & Membership Chairman:

Joe Prihoda; (616) 350-6431, joelindapro@att.net

Secretary & Newsletter Editor:

Cyndi Vander Horn; cyndivh@toast.net

Web & Social Media Director:

Wilhelm Rumpf; (269) 352-4321

Event Coordinator:

Lori Bors; lori.ann@att.net 

Director:

Marv Berkowitz; (269) 323-9578

Director: 

Paul Swope; diana3001@charter.net
(269) 382-5075

2021 SECTION OFFICERS
We, the Board of Directors, would like your feedback, so please feel free to  

contact us with suggestions on event ideas. We look forward to hearing from you!

NOT GETTING OUR E-MAILS? If you are not receiving our emails, please  
send your email address to cyndivh@toast.net to be added to the list.
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We are hoping that you have been able to attend an event this year. We have been trying to plan events that 

ensure member safety with a combination of possible virtual events and outdoor events where social distancing is 

feasible. We will send out an email notice as soon as we have event information to share with you. We will also post 

on our Facebook page so make sure to “Like” us there to keep updated and events and any changes that may be 

necessary.

If you have any suggestions for an event: either social or mechanical, a color tour, a meet and greet in any area of 

Michigan, we would love your input and to hear any ideas you have. It is the members like yourselves that make 

our Section active and attractive to new members!

September 25	 Swap Meet (See page 4 for details)

October 9	 DeutscheMarques Oktoberfest, Gilmore Car Museum, Hickory Corners (See page 9 for 	

	 details)

November TBD	 Holiday Party

2021 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

THANK YOU!WELCOME!

We would like to welcome the following new                 

members to our section of the MBCA. We encour-

age you to find out what the section has to offer by 

attending one of our activities. We’re glad that you 
decided to join us.

	 Name(s)	 City

Michael Perry		 Beulah

Matthew Alves 		 Kalamazoo

Ronald & Carol Tucjschmidt	 Harbor Springs

Sue Sarin	 Eastport

Tony Forentti	 Caledonia

Kyle Canavan	 Davison

Jeff Hines	 Menominee

Philip Craig Welch	 Rockford

Kenneth & Cynthia Boss	 Charlevoix

You can join or renew your member-

sip to the Mercedes-Benz Club of America 

($55/yr) by calling 800-637-2360 or online at  
www.mbca.org.

We are pleased to have a several new advertisers in this issue of the Shoreline Star.  
Please consider them when looking for their types of services.

If you would like to advertise in this newsletter, please contact Joe Prihoda at (616) 350-6431 or email  
at joelindapro@att.net.

We would like to thank the following 

members for renewing their membership in the 

MBCA. We hope to see you at an upcoming event!

Name(s)	 City
Bruce Wagner	 Palm Shores
James Strain	 Marquette
Dakota Auw	 Fremont
Austin Schank	 Newaygo
Todd Poyser and Kym Maze	 Schoolcraft
Rob Lawson	 Allegan
Victor and Catherine Kutchins	 Jackson
Justus Fiechtner	 East Grand Rapids
Michael Pawlik	 Kalamazoo
Chris and Susan Martin	 Kalamazoo
Bob Kirshman	 Augusta
Don and Kathryn Drabik	 Maple City
Jon Spalding and Chip Wall	 Grand Rapids
Kelley and Scott Wheelock	 Williamsburg
Gregg Kauffman	 Traverse City
Robert and Janet Buffham	 Grand Rapids
Vincent Mihalik	 Harbor Springs
Carmine Bosco	 Grand Rapids
Kenneth and Janice Hoexum	 Spring Lake
Joey Royston	 Grandville
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Saturday, September 25
10:00 am - 2:00 pm

We will be holding our swap meet in the parking lot at:

5489 32nd Avenue, Hudsonville, MI 49426

Come to sell, buy or just hang out with other car guys and ladies.

If you are a MBCA member you are welcome to sell your Mercedes car parts and/or Mer-

cedes car memorabilia. If you would like to sell, please email Cyndi at cyndivh@toast.net no 

later than Monday, September 20 and let her know what you will be bringing (so we can let 

everyone know what will be available). You do not have to be specific, but year and model of 

car the parts are for would be helpful. You don’t need a car load of stuff to sell, 4 or 5 items 

is great! Don’t have that many, bring what you have!

Sellers will need to bring their own table and chairs. 

Everyone is welcome to come shop and hang out. Feel free to bring a friend!

If you are just hanging out, please bring a chair(s).

Questions? Contact Ron Harshman at rharshman1943@gmail.com.

WATCH YOUR EMAIL FOR FURTHER DETAILS!
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The registered cars totaled 472 and the 
total number of cars exceeded 500.

DeutscheMarques is the largest German car show in 

the country. It is conducted at the Gilmore Car Muse-

um, the largest car museum in the United States and is 

a cooperative effort of the car clubs of the major Ger-

man marques; Audi, BMW, Mercedes-Benz, Porsche, 

and Volkswagen

DeutscheMarques 2022 is scheduled for July 9, 2022. 

Hopefully the number of Mercedes-Benz cars will con-

tinue to grow; doubling the number would be great 

and show that MBCA is an energetic and growing club. 

With the number of sections represented in 2021, and 

the numbers of people who traveled a distance to 

attend, the Western Michigan section is planning more 

activities to host participants, including hosting a din-

Continued on Page 6
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Mercedes-Benz entrants were 
the highest of any year with at 
least 60 cars registered.
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MBCA sections represented 
included Western Michigan, 
International Stars, 
Three Rivers, Northwest 
Ohio, Central Ohio, and 
Chicagoland.

Continued on Page 8

ner on Friday eve-

ning and arranging 

a block of rooms in 

a convenient hotel to make attendance easier. 

Mark your calendar now, you won’t want to miss it!

Judging at the event is informal with assessment com-

pleted by several sets of volunteer judges. No judge 

is allowed to evaluate his or her own marque. Each 

marque is judged individually in eleven categories: 

Best of 2010s, Best of 2000s, Best of 1990s, Best of 

1980s, Best of 1970s, Best of Classics (1969 and earli-

er), Best of Daily Drivers, Best Survivor, Cleanest Con-

cours Car, Judges Special Award, and Best of Show. 

The Mercedes-Benz winners for 2021 were:

Best of 2010s:	 2011 SLS AMG owned by Alex 

Ortner from Keeho Harbor, 

Michigan

Best of 2000s:	 2004 SL55 AMG owned by 

Robert Grabill from the Chica-

go area

Best of 1990s:	 300 CE-24 owned by Richard 

Vaughan from Berkley, Michi-

gan

Best of 1980s:	 1983 380 SL owned by Jack 

and Mary Ryan from Vicksburg, 

Michigan

Best of 1970s:	 1972 350 SL owned by Robert 

Kirshman from Augusta, Mich-

igan

Best of Classics:	 1959 300 SL owned by Frank 

Butler from Maumee, Ohio 

Best Daily Driver:	 E63 AMG owned by Ben Fisher 

from Grand Haven, Michigan

Best Survivor:	 1985 300 TD owned by Joe 

Royston from Grand Valley, 

Michigan

Continued from Page 6
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Are you a new member? 
 

We would love to have a photo of  

you with your car so we can properly 

introduce you to our other members. 

Please send your photo to our  

Membership Chairman, Joe Prihoda  

at joelindapro@att.net.

Is it Time to Upsize, Downsize, or 
Relocate to an Entirley New Area?
Call an Experienced Residential Specialist 
that will help your home sale move forward 
smoothly & successfully!

JERRY HAMPEL

616.299.5496     jhampel@greenridge.com
www.jerrysellsgr.com

REALTOR®

3115 Orchard Vista Drive SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49546

Cleanest Concours Car:	 1958 190 SL owned by Don Dra-

bik from Maple City, Michigan

Judge’s Special Award:	 1978 6.9 owned by John Van 

Landingham from Columbus, 

Ohio

The Best of Show for Mercedes-Benz cars was a 

2018 AMG GTR owned by Matt Short from Kalamazoo, 

Michigan.

Continued from Page 7

Left to Right: Matt Short, Western Michigan Section Member 
and DeutscheMarques Board Member, Ron Harshman, West-
ern Michigan Section President, and Joe Prihoda, Western 
Michigan Section Membership Chairman and Director.
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Mercedes-Benz of Traverse City  •  231-938-3800
3258 N US Highway 31 S, Traverse City, MI 49684

www.foxmb.com

Betten Imports  •  866-971-5654
5901 28th Street SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49546

www.bettenimports.com

 

For the past 30 years, we’ve helped thousands of people 
realize their hopes and dreams by providing personalized 

financial and retirement planning strategies.  

Contact us to see if our financial planning, asset  
management and investment planning services can help 

you on the path to your ideal retirement life.

(616) 954-2066
625 Kenmoor Avenue SE, Suite 307  |  Grand Rapids, MI 49546

www.acadviser.com

Top Area Wealth Managers

Recognized by:

Investment advisory services are provided by Advance Capital Management, Inc. 

Orrin B. Hayes Mercedes-Benz  •  866-414-7803
543 West Michigan Ave, Kalamazoo, MI 49007

www.hayesmb.com

MEMBERSHIP 
BENEFITS

One of the benefits of being a member 
of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America are 

discounts at local Mercedes-Benz dealerships.

Below is a list of authorized Mercedes-Benz  
dealers within our section. Show your MBCA  

membership card at the Parts Department to learn 
more about their discount on parts & accessories.
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Scan code with phone 
camera and like us on 

Facebook!

Stay up-to-date on all of our 
events and local car happenings 

by liking our Facebook page.

Find us at:  facebook.com/wmmbca

Thanks to the generosity of

Mike Holden & Snap-On,

the silent auction for

Father’s Against Distracted Driving

generated $1,288.

Thank you DeutscheMarques guests

for your wonderful support!

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!


